I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

23850 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Please direct all communications to the following address: 



>M<H> 




L£™Ll iTJ^V cements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
"formation and Relief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Title 18 of the 
litem isStSSn" 1001 ^ ^ ^ ^ 5131611161118 ^ Jeopardize the validity of the application or any 

(See note c) Full name of sole or first inventor (given name, family name) R yo MATSUHASHI I 

Inventor's signature 15aie ' 



Residence ^ ^ — Citizenship ~ 



Post Office Address 



c/o Nippon Steel Corporation, Technical Development Bureau. 
20-1, Shintomi, Futtsu-shi, Chiba 293-0011 Japan 

Full name of second inventor (given name, family name) Kazuh iro SUETSUCTT ~L-6p 
Inventor's signature = ~ ^ 



Date 

RCSidenCe Tokyo, Japan Cjgg 1 Citizens_S P 
Post Office Address " X 1 ' 



c/o Nippon Steel Corporation, 6-3, Otemachi 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 
100-0004 Japan 



FuU name of third inventor feiven name, family name) Hideyuki MIY AGAWA 3^> 

Inventor's signature ^/rJ AIJ /> v , y, IWo J ^- 

rffry * **!^ J* n. 7 . poos 

Osaka-shi. Janan^ £ Citizenship Japan 



c/o Fujikin Incorporated. 3- 2, Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi. 
Osaka 550-0012 Japan 



Full name of fourth inventor (given name, family name) Tn«hin ktta 

Inventor's signature ~ ' fcr; „iosmo«JiA 

Residence , Date Jan. 7, 2005 

: Osaka-shi. Japan C)P)0 Citizenship 

Post Office Address ~7~I~77; I ~, ^ Japan 

c/o Fujikin Incorpor ated. 3-2. Itachibori 2-chome. Nishi-ltu. Osaka-shi. 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan 




Residence fff^ ^ .Tan. 7, POPS 

Post Office Address , C — ' japan 

c/o Fujikin Incorporated. 3- 2. Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi. 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan 
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Full name of sixth inventor (given name, family name) Kazuhiro YQSHIKAW A /* <^ 

Inventor's signature l/ 1 XI Z) v / , Date ~ ~ — — 

B . . An Wii^^J / uate Jan. 7, 2005 

c/o Funkin Incorporated, 3-2, Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi, 
Osaka 550-0012 Japan 



Full name of seventh inventor (given name, family name) Akihiro MORHyIOTO J7-^Q> 



Post Office Address 



Osaka-shi, Japan Cj^^ X 
ajikin Incorporated, 3-2, Ifaci 



Citizenship 

Japan 



c/o Fnjgdn Incorporated, 3-2, Ifachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi. 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan — 

Full name of eighth inventor (given name family name) Jyun ji SATO ^K^^ 

Inventor's signature t T]/^W/ _ " Dite~~= ~ 

_Osaka=shi, J 



Residence ^ V °^^7 nn- Jg- ? ' ^ 



gaka=shi\ Japan Citizenship Japan 



Post Office Address , « ... . T _ 

c/o Fujikin Incorporated, 3-2, Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi, 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan ■ 



Full name of ninth inventor (given name, family name) 



Kunihiko DAIDO 



3^ 



Inventor's signature Date j^-^Fjj^ 

11681(101106 Qsaka-shi, Japan 7lV>(> CMzradifr T~ ~ 

Post Office Addrlis 7 ^ ^ ^^pan 

c/o Fujikin Incorporated. 3-2, Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Qsaka-shi. 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan . 

FuU name of tenth inventor (given name, family name) .Yoshinori SHIMOMTJRA ] A ^U> 

Inventor's signature z. ' ■ s^p ~rwl — • — 

Residence ^^7^ . Jan. 7. POOS 

^Osaka-shi. Japan PM^X Citizenship- JanM 

Post Office Address , ^ . _ ' - iSE25 - 

c/o Fujikin Incorporated. 3- 2, Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Qsaka-shi. 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan 

FuU name of eleventh inventor (given name, family name) Takayasu NAKAH AMA I /Ze^> 

Inventor s signature > * n /> p "Date " — — J 1 

Residence ^^^^ riti Tan 7, ono^ ! 

Osaka-shi. T ap! ,n JPj Citizenship j apan 

Post Office Address , T , ^ — ^= 

c/o Fujikin Incorporated, 3-2, Itachibori 2-chome. Nishi-ku, Qsaka-shi. 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan 



WW 

I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 



23850 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Please direct all communications to the following address: 



^PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willfiil false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Title 18 of the 
Umted States Code, • 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or anv 
patent issued thereon. " - 

(See note C) Full name of sole or first inventor (given name, family name) \ t - V -' . R y0 MATSUHASHI 
Inventor's signature p^C H^liWKSk\ ^te ■ -~ j-- 

iLlsl* Japan ^\ Citizen s ^ " ' 

Post Office Address I K . Z~T~ . 1 ■ V ~ - 

c/o Nippon Steel Corporation, Technical Development Bureau, ' 

20-1, Shintomi, Futtsu-shi, Chiba 293-0011 Japan ■ 

Full name of second inventor (given namejamily name) -? <-v- Ka zuhiro SUETSUGU 
inventor's signature >U^SUu^- ' ^ " "April 21. 2005 

SldCnCe Tokyo, Japan " J Tk~ Citizenship 

Post Office Address ~ ~ ~ ' \ — ^ £?5 

c/o Nippon Steel Corporation, 6-3. Otemachi 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 

100-0004 Japan ' 



Full name of third inventor (given name, family name) ^> t-Q Hideyuki MIYAGAWA 
Inventor's signature p a t e 

1™*™* Osaka-sbi, Japan Z3EKL Citizenshi P 

Post Office Address . ^ ... . T 1 ' - ■ v -■ — 

c/o Fujikin Incorporate d, 3-2, Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi, 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan 



Full name pf fourth inventor (given name, family name) V ^I^L ^ ' > ■ f oshio IOTA 

Inventor's signature - — ] "'^r; ~ ■ - : 

Residence ~ 



Poetry XXi— Osaka-shi, Japan ¥V Citizenship 

Post Office Address , ^ ... . w — - / < 

c/o fiijikm Incorporated, 3-2, Itachibori 2-chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi. 

Osaka 550-0012 Japan , 



Full name of fifth inventor (given name, family name) ' t S lO Kv ota SOGABE 

Inventor's signature . ~~Date 7TTrr= ^ ~ 

Residence ~~ ' ~~ ' - 



c/o Fujikin Incorpo rated, 3-2, Itachibori 2^chome, Nishi-ku, Osaka-shi. 
Osaka 550-0012 Japan 



Rev. 01/04 



No. Armstrong, Kratz, Quintos, Hanson & Brooks, LLP 

Declaration for U.S. Patent Application 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor 
2££' 11211168 ***** matt6r WhiCh iS Claimed ^ f0r Which a patent is sou S ht on * e Mention 
PIPE COUPLING 



the specification of which is attached hereto unless the following is checked 

was filed on 09/07/2003 as United States Application Number or PCT International 
Application Number PCT/JP03/08698 and wag ampnH^ on (if applicable). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the 
claun(s), as amended by any amendment referred above. 

R^ti^S g § fie* 1 * t0 diSd ° Se inf0rmation which is material t0 Patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 

t ^ f ° re ^ Pri ° ri ^ ™ der TWe 3 5 * United States ^ § 1 1 9 < a > " < d > of ^ application(s) 

for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign Application for patent or 
inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the application for which priority is claimed. 

Priority Claimed 



(List prior foreign 
applications. See 
noteA) . 



(See note B ) 



Pat 2002-199919 


Japan 


09/07/2002 


(Number) 


(Country) 


(Day/Month/Year Filed) 


(Number) 


(Country) 


(Day/Month/Year Filed) 


(Number) 


(Country) 


(Day/Month/Year Filed) 


(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 

□ See attached list for additional prior foreign applications 



G3Yes DNo 

□ Yes □ No 

□ Yes □ No 

□ Yes E]No 



LSLS" 11 ^ ^f Defit ! T Tltle 35 ' United States ^ § 120 of United Stat <* applications) listed below and. 
insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States arolkation 

S£2r r {T ded ^ Paragniph ° f Tide 35 ' United Stetes Code > § 1 12 ' 1 actoowledgele S 

I ? patentabilit y 28 defined m ™ e 37 . Code of Federal Regulations § 1.565SSSS 

aSS^ g ° f ^^PPlication and the national or PCT international mmJS oTTs 



(list prior U.S. 
Applications) 



V 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 



Status 

□ Patented □ Pending □ Abandoned 

□ Patented □ Pending □ Abandoned 

□ Patented □ Pending □ Abandoned 



